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Abstract

This study explores the conceptualization of media literacy and its pedagogical
implications for primary education within the Kurdistan Region. Central to this
inquiry is a critical analysis of musical content broadcast by the YouTube
channels Afrin and NRT3, selected for their significant viewership and linguistic
diversity in Kurdish media. Methodologically, the research employs a qualitative
framework, utilizing content analysis of song lyrics and visual messaging
alongside intensive semi-structured interviews with experts in the fields of
education and media. This dual-procedural approach ensures a multi-
dimensional perspective on how media messages are constructed and perceived.
The results indicate that while there is a consensus among scholars regarding the
necessity of media literacy, local understanding remains rudimentary. The
analysis reveals that content on Afrin and NRT3 is predominantly instructional,
emphasizing traditional educational themes while neglecting critical thinking
and media-deconstruction skills. Consequently, child audiences are positioned
as passive recipients rather than active, critical participants. A significant
theoretical gap was identified between "educational media" (content used for
teaching) and "media education" (teaching about the media itself). The study
concludes that the lack of nuanced media literacy contributes to a superficial
engagement with digital content. To address this, the study advocates for a
multisectoral collaborative framework involving the family, the media industry,
and governmental bodies. It proposes the integration of a comprehensive media
literacy curriculum spanning from pre-school to higher education. Such a
program aims to cultivate a generation of viewers, listeners, and readers capable
of sophisticated content evaluation.
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Media literacy, Early Childhood Education, Media Reflections, Youtube Songs,
Kurdish Media

XX



Kurdistan Region of Iraq

Presidency of the Council of Ministers
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research \ ’
&Y T4

Sulaimani Polytechnic University,

Technical College of Administration v SPU ¥
Technical Department of Media, Master's Study ouilail n4uiSaidgs So4il)
Sulaimani Polytechnic University

Media Literacy and Its Reflection on Early Childhood
Education: YouTube Channel Songs as Examples

This dissertation
as part of the requirements for a Master's degree in Media Science;
Submitted to the Council of Technical College of Administration of
Sulaimani Polytechnic University

By:
ROZA ABDULLA SADIQ

Supervised by:
Asst. Prof. Dr. SHWAN ADAM AIVAS

September 2025

XXi



